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             County of Imperial – City of Brawley – Imperial Irrigation District


MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, January 18th, 2007
PROCEEDINGS 

The Imperial Valley Enterprise Zone, Joint Powers Authority (IVEZ JPA) meeting was held on January 18, 2007 at the Brawley One Stop located at located at 860 Main Street, Brawley, CA.  
ATTENDEES 

JPA Board Members:

J.P. Menvielle


IID

Jurg Heuberger 
Imperial County Planning & Development Services 

Teri Nava


City of Brawley 

Oscar Rodriquez

City of Brawley 

Robertta Burns, CEO of Imperial County was absent as was her alternate, Bob Ham.

Others:

Alison Ricker


IVEZ Manager

Carlos Contreras

Imperial County Office of Employment Training 

Tim Kelley


IVEDC

Yvette Trost


IVEDC

Esperanza Colio

Imperial County Planning & Development Services

Jack Hart


Private business

Bill Ferguson


W.H. Ferguson and Company

Julie Ambach


IID

I
CALL MEETING TO ORDER
a) The IVEZ JPA meeting was called to order by Chair John Pierre Menvielle at 2:06 p.m. 

b) Mr. Menvielle motioned to approve the Dec 7th, 2006 minutes; Jurg Heuberger seconded the motion.  All were in favor, motion approved. 

II
MANAGER’S REPORT

The JPA accepted the manager’s report. Ms. Colio suggested the tri-fold brochure be translated into Chinese. Mr. Kelly suggested this be done by YK America. Ms. Ricker added that the meeting log will be included in the Manager’s report from now on.

III
BUDGET REVIEW

The IVEZ still has not been billed for personnel costs by the City of Brawley. Mr. Rodriquez said he needed to look into it. Once the Sub-lease agreement has been finalized, these costs should be deducted. The JPA acknowledged the budget.

IV
DISCUSSION/ACTION OF SUBLEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN JPA AND ICOET


Mr. Rodriquez moved to approve the sub-lease agreement. Mr. Heuberger seconded. All were in favor. Mr. Menvielle signed the documents and Mr. Heuberger will take them for signature to the Imperial County Board of Supervisors and return to Ms. Ricker.

V
DISCUSSION/ACTION REGARDING IVEZ MAP/BOUNDARIES AND EXPANSION REQUIREMENTS

A conference call has been scheduled with Mr. Rodriquez, Ms. Burns, Ms. Ricker and the state to discuss this issue with the state on Jan 22nd. The JPA approved to table item 5. Discussion ensued regarding the position that the JPA was going to take when discussing this with the state. The position will be that the JPA ask for the state to accept Darrell’s map (depicting the larger area) as per Ms. Ricker’s recommendation in her report to the JPA in December.

Ms. Ricker then reviewed the report on expansion as requested at the last meeting. Mr. Heuberger asked for comments on expansion into other jurisdictions (example the city of Imperial) as this has come up and this should be considered. Mr. Rodriquez suggested a discussion take place on how to divvy up the expansion.
Ms. Ricker reviewed the statute about EZ expansion into other jurisdictions which stated that this could be done. The JPA approved a motion that Ms. Ricker set out some guidelines for companies to present their EZ requests to the JPA with no time line requirements and to present at the next meeting. Mr. Ferguson suggested considering having companies post Financial Guarantee Bonds. Mr. Rodriquez said that financials should be checked, etc.

VI
DISCUSSION OF IVEZ BENEFITS AND INCENTIVES
Ms. Ricker asked the JPA to review the report on incentives stating that many that had been said to be made. Mr. Ferguson stated the most powerful incentive (which IVEZ does not have) is the reduction in property taxes and should be looked at. The JPA concluded that all the incentives in Table I of the report are not being offered. Mr. Rodriquez stated that the benefits suggested in table III of the report relating to the City of Brawley are not going to be done, partly because of the issue of prevailing wages. Mr. Rodriquez said he would consider the waivers in table III could be considered on a case-by-case basis if there is a way of getting around prevailing wages. IID is working on a package of benefits however, they will not be EZ specific. Ms. Ricker is instructed to advise the state of the JPA’s position on benefits regarding table I and II in light of this discussion however after Mr. Rodriquez is given some background information on why they were presented in the 1st case. Ms. Ricker will provide and this and this item will be on the agenda of the next meeting. 

Ms. Ricker presented her proposal for the county to join CEDA so that Industrial Development Bonds could be offered. Mr. Heuberger will look into it.

Mr. Rodriquez asked about the status of the TEA. Ms. Ricker stated that while she had received a verbal confirmation from the state that we were going to get designated, nothing had been received in writing. Mr. Rodriquez asked that vouchering be put on the next agenda.

VII
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS/ OTHER BUSINESS

Mr. Heuberger stated that we should have an item called “public comments”.

Next meeting will be February 15th at 3:30pm at the Imperial County Planning and Development Office. Mr. Menvielle will not be able to attend but will appoint and alternate.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:12pm by J.P. Menvielle.
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