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             County of Imperial – City of Brawley – Imperial Irrigation District


MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, March 19, 2009
PROCEEDINGS

The Imperial Valley Enterprise Zone Joint Powers Authority (IVEZ JPA) meeting was held on Thursday, 
March 19, 2009, at Imperial County Planning and Development Services, 810 Main Street, El Centro, CA. 
ATTENDEES 

JPA Board Members:

Teresa Santiago

City of Brawley
Jerry Santillan


Imperial County

Jurg Heuberger


Imperial County
Others:

Diane Cason


IVEZ Manager

Johanna Cazares

IVEZ Admin Assistant

Daniel Fitzgerald

CCEZ

Carla Kuhns


Hutchinson & Bloodgood
Jim Minnick


ICPDSD
Esperanza Colio

ICPDSD

Jesse Alvarez


H.D. Supply W.W.
I.
CALL MEETING TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 3:20pm. 


Role call took place and a quorum was present.

II.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES-February 19, 2009
A motion was made to approve the minutes as submitted for the February 19, 2009 meeting. 

ACTION:  Mr. Heuberger made a motion and Ms. Santiago seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Motion passed.
III.
INFORMATIONAL: MANAGER’S REPORT

Ms. Cason reported that she and Ms. Santiago were meeting with the Airport Industrial Park businesses. Ms. Cason stated that she has met with 50 businesses since January 1, 2009. Ms. Cason indicated that a number of small businesses were beginning to voucher.  Ms. Cason noted that some of the addresses shown on the final application for the IVEZ did not match the map of the IVEZ, nor were the assessor’s parcel numbers shown for some of the addresses.  Mr. Heuberger directed Ms. Cason to research this issue with HCD. Mr. Heuberger indicated that the addresses should supersede all other information. Ms. Cason reported several meetings with Assembly member Manual Perez. Ms. Cason mentioned that the IVEZ had a booth at the recent Economic Summit.  Ms. Cason reported on the procedure for amending the goals on the final application for the IVEZ.  Mr. Santillan suggested that he and Ms. Cason get together to discuss the amendments. Ms. Cason noted that she would be attending the CALED conference April 14-17th.
IV.
INFORMATIONAL: BUDGET REVIEW
Ms. Cason noted that the IFAS budget balanced with the Shadow budget. There were no questions by the JPA on the budget.
V.
DISCUSSION/ACTION: Future IVEZ Meeting Date Schedule
Ms. Cason presented a request to amend the JPA meeting schedule for the IVEZ to every other month on the third Thursday of that month.  The amended schedule would begin immediately and would be as follows for the remainder of 2009:
April


Dark

May


Meeting on May 21st
June


Dark

July


Meeting on July 16th
August


Dark

September

Meeting on September 17th
October


Dark

November

Meeting on November 19th
December

Dark

Mr. Heuberger made a motion of approve the amended meeting schedule to every other month beginning immediately.  Ms. Santiago seconded the motion. All were in favor.  The motion carried.

VI.
DISCUSSION/ACTION:  Approval for FTZ, CCEZ, IVEZ Workshop with Mexicali Businesses
Ms. Cason stated that the Foreign Trade Zone (FTZ) the Calexico County Enterprise Zone (CCEZ) and the IVEZ were planning a joint workshop to be held on May 27, 2009 (tentative date) for Mexically businesses.  Ms Cason asked for approval to spend up to $1,500.00 on the event.
Mr. Heuberger moved to approve authorizing the IVEZ to spend up to $1,500.00 on the Mexicali Business event.  Ms. Santiago seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

VII.    DISCUSSION:  Expansion into IVEZ fo County owned property in the City of Imperial

Ms. Cason indicated that the County of Imperial had asked the IVEZ to consider a noncontiguous expansion of commercial property located on W. Aten Road in the City of Imperial.  Ms. Cason noted that HCD had stated in Memorandum Number 7-03 the following pertaining to noncontiguous expansions:

“Section 7074(e) of the Government Code states that a noncontiguous expansion must…demonstrate that the excluded areas between the proposed new boundaries would not, based on the enterprise zone’s EDS (economic development strategy), also benefit from the expansion.”  Ms. Cason also noted that there was 1,205 acres available for expansion into the IVEZ.  Discussion ensued.  The JPA asked Ms. Cason to explore the possibility of expanding more acreage than the 20% that was originally designated by HCD. Ms. Cason was asked to report her findings to the JPA at the May meeting.
VIII.    DISCUSSION:  Market Study/Business Attraction Targets
Ms. Cason presented a memorandum from Wahlstrom & Associates regarding business attraction targets.  Ms. Cason stated that this memorandum was the first installment on the market study that was contracted by the JPA.  Ms. Cason noted that Mr. Wahlstrom would be making a presentation to the JPA on this installment and the next one at the May meeting. Ms. Cason asked the JPA to review the report and send any comments or questions to her. There were no questions or comments on the memorandum.

IX.   PUBLIC COMMENTS

Mr. Jesse Alvarez from H.D. Supply introduced himself and gave a brief description of his business.  Mr. Santillan reported on various issues regarding the stimulus money.
X.   FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS/OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Santillan requested that the expansion report from the IVEZ manager be on the next agenda.  Mr. Santillan noted that the next JPA meeting would be on Wednesday, May 20, 2009 at Calexico City Hall.
 The meeting was adjourned at 3:54 pm.
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