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             County of Imperial – City of Brawley – Imperial Irrigation District


MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, April 19th, 2007

PROCEEDINGS 

The Imperial Valley Enterprise Zone, Joint Powers Authority (IVEZ JPA) meeting was held on April 19th, 2007 at the Imperial County Planning and Development Office’s boardroom located at 801 Main Street, El Centro, CA.  
ATTENDEES 

JPA Board Members:

Jurg Heuberger


Imperial County

Robertta Burns


Imperial County

John Pierre Menvielle

IID
Teri Nava and Oscar Rodriquez of the City of Brawley were absent and no alternate attended. 

Others:

Alison Ricker


IVEZ Manager

Johanna Cazares

IVEZ Admin Assistant

Tim Kelley


IVEDC

Esperanza Colio

Imperial County Planning & Development Services

Jack Hart


Self-employed

Darrell Gardner


Imperial County Planning & Development Services

Craig Elliott


Imperial Catfish

Sam Couchman


ICOET

Roxanne Eady


Eady Ranch

Kevin Kruse


Cilion Inc.

Thomas Topules

Cilion/IVEDC

Vince Signorotti


CalEnergy

Brian Rouch


Cilion

I
CALL MEETING TO ORDER
a) As there was no quorum at 3:30, the non action items on the agenda were reviewed and discussed.
II
MANAGER’S REPORT


There were no questions from the  JPA regarding the report. Ms. Ricker highlighted new marketing material and the additional features of the website.

III
BUDGET REVIEW

Ms. Ricker advised that the IVEZ budget will be debited personnel costs monthly by the City of Brawley and the 1st bill (from July ’06-March’07) had just been authorized by Mr. Menvielle.

IV
DIScussion regarding legislative action


As Ms. Burns was not yet present at the meeting, this was postponed until her arrival.

V
DISCUSSION/ACTION re zone expansion requests from businesses
As Ms. Burns was not yet present at the meeting, this was postponed until her arrival.

IX
DISCUSSION re TEA APPLICATION FOR THE CITY OF IMPERIAL

City of Imperial is interested in making an application for a TEA designation in order to support the IVEZ. This issue has been brought up twice with HCD who has said they need to check into the issue. Ms. Ricker wishes to move forward with the application (as the IVEZ is the entity that would have to apply) in any case so as to ensure a decision is made. 

X
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Mr. Signoratti had no general comment at the time and stated he was most interested in the item regarding expansion as was Mr. Topules. Mr. Kelley stated that IVEDC was attending the CALED conference to receive and award for marketing of the IVEZ . Many contacts that the IVEZ has had have come from IVEDC. Ms. Ricker reviewed the meeting she had HCD in Sacramento the previous week (as per the report). Mr. Hart commented on the website and the website was shown to the group.

------

Ms. Burns arrived to the meeting at 3:56pm and the IVEZ JPA had a quorum.


------

IV
DISCUSSION REGARDING LEGISLATIVE ACTION

Ms. Burns suggested that the IVEZ set up a legislative agenda so that each entity’s lobbyist could be made aware and they be coordinated in their efforts in Sacramento and Washington DC. Thus the IVEZ should identify in the next few months what its legislative agenda is for this year and include it in each entity’s agenda. The IVEZ would then ask each agency to include it in their agenda.

V.
DISCUSSION/ACTION RE IVEZ EXPANSION REQUEST FORM FOR BUSINESSES
Ms. Ricker reviewed the history of the item. Mr. Menvielle advised that IID counsel has no issue with the document. A motion was passed to discuss the form, the motion was seconded. Mr. Kruse explained Cilion’s interest in expansion of the zone to their property as did Mr. Signorotti. Mr. Hart believes that the form presented is a 1st form of 2. Mr. Rouch stated he finds the form to be useful. Mr. Heuberger clarified that Ms. Ricker would be reviewing applications and would make staff recommendations to the IVEZ JPA. Ms. Burns asked if Ms. Ricker would be consulting with the state on these applications: Ms. Ricker said she wouldn’t unless there was a need for clarification on a technical issue. Mr. Heuberger stated that Ms. Ricker should check that the businesses are in good standing and not in violation of ordinances and thus Ms. Ricker should check with the JPA before putting too much time into the application. All were in favor of adopting the form. None were opposed. The motion to adopt the form was passed.

VI. DISCUSSION/ACTION RE POLICY FOR OUT-OF-COUNTY TRAVEL OF THE IVEZ MANAGER

Mr. Heuberger and Ms. Burns stated that the JPA will be holding the IVEZ manager accountable for the budget and that if trips were being taken that were deemed inappropriate, then the manager will be advised. A motion to accept the recommendation was made and seconded. The motion to accept the recommendation however removing the $750 cap and including the statement that the chairman be advised of travel if not included in manager’s report. Motion passed, all were in favor.

VII.
DISCUSSION/ACTION RE DEBITING OF URBAN FUTURES FOR THE IVEZ APPLICATION

Ms. Ricker was instructed to tell the City of Brawley to bill the County (attn. Ms. Robertta Burns) for 50% of the presented charges.

VII. DISCUSSION/ACTION RE PERFORMANCE REVIEW FORMS/DOCUMENTS OF IVEZ MANAGER

A suggestion was made to have IVEDC send their form (and Ms. Ricker can remove the non-applicable information). Ms. Burns will also bring the county’s form. Both will be presented at the next IVEZ JPA and a vote can be made as to which form to use.


-----


Mr. Menvielle moved to approve the minutes of March 15th. All were in favor. 

XI. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS? OTHER BUSINESS

Ms. Burns wanted to see agenda item regarding legislative action on an upcoming agenda (when ready). Next JPA meeting will be May 31st at 3:30pm at the Brawley One Stop. The meeting was adjourned at 4:32pm.
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