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MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, July 19th, 2007

PROCEEDINGS 

The Imperial Valley Enterprise Zone Joint Powers Authority (IVEZ JPA) meeting was held on July 19th, 2007 at the Imperial County Planning and Development Services boardroom at 3:30pm.  
ATTENDEES 

JPA Board Members:

Darrell Gardner


Imperial County (alternate for Jurg Heuberger)

John Pierre Menvielle

IID

Ricardo Valenzuela

City of Brawley (alternate for city of Brawley)
Sam Couchman


Imperial County (alternate for Robertta Burns)

Others:

Alison Ricker


IVEZ Manager

Johanna Cazares

IVEZ Admin Assistant

Jack Hart


Private Business

Ron Tharp


Spreckels Sugar Co.

Nicole Gilles


Brawley Chamber of Commerce/BEDC

Tim Kelley


IVEDC

I
CALL MEETING TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 3:32 pm. No quorum was present so meeting proceeded with manager’s report

IVEZ will be putting out a RFP/RFQ worth $25,000 for its 2007/2008 marketing contract. IVEDC will be included in the RFQ. Price Waterhouse Coopers will advise shortly on National Beef’s position regarding its usage of EZ credits.

Ms. Gilles was pleased with IVEZ marketing material re tax credits in detail and showed ads for the IVEZ in upcoming Brawley Chamber directory. BEDC will update their website with IVEZ information.

A quorum was present at 3:47 (Menvielle, Couchman and Gardner) and the meeting minutes from June 14th, 2007 were approved. Mr. Valenzuela arrived shortly thereafter.

II
Information: Budget review (current account, expenditures and income of the IVEZ  budget)

IVEZ created another budget monitoring worksheet which will be presented every month to the JPA and will be used to track object code discrepancies. FY 2007 final figures were in on the 17th of July as requested by the county.

III
Discussion/Action re Spreckels Sugar Co. request to have the IVEZ expanded to cover their business operations
Ms. Ricker reviewed her recommendation to move forward with the application for IVEZ expansion to include the Spreckels factory property. 

Mr. Valenzuela felt that the JPA should require financials as a matter of precedence for other businesses asking for expansion in the future. He questioned if the property was in the Brawley sphere of influence or in the county. It was confirmed that the property is in the county and not in any jurisdiction of the City. 

The JPA asked for financials from Spreckels (annual audit). A motion was made for direction for the IVEZ manager to put in an application to HCD for expansion of the IVEZ to cover the Spreckels property. All were in favor. Motion passed.

IV
Discussion/Action re lease between IVEZ and ICOET
Due to the fact that the item related to the Brawley One Stop location, Mr. Couchman abstained from voting on this matter.

A motion for approval on the item was made. All in favor were in favor of approving the letter to extend the lease on a month by month basis. Motion passed.

V
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS? OTHER ITEMS
IVEDC has set up a number of marketing workgroups for the valley. Ms. Ricker reviewed the meeting protocol. Since there will be a RFQ for the marketing contract, there will be a meeting in September (August is dark). The executive session will take place before the public JPA meeting which will be Sept 20, 2007 at 1:00pm followed by the IVEZ JPA meeting at 3:30. Both will take place at the Brawley One Stop.

Meeting was adjourned at 4:37pm.
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