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             County of Imperial – City of Brawley – Imperial Irrigation District


MEETING MINUTES

Thursday July 17th, 2008

PROCEEDINGS

The Imperial Valley Enterprise Zone Joint Powers Authority (IVEZ JPA) meeting was held on Thursday, July 17th, at the Brawley One Stop, 860 Main St., Brawley, CA. 
ATTENDEES 

JPA Board Members:

John Pierre Menvielle

IID

Ryan Kelley


City of Brawley

Teresa Santiago

City of Brawley

Jerry Santillan


Imperial County

Darrell Gardner


Imperial County
Others:

Diane Cason


IVEZ Manager

Johanna Cazares

IVEZ Admin Assistant

Melissa Lopez


Conveyor Group

Nicole Gilles


BEDC/BCOC

Sam Couchman


Imperial County

Tim Kelley


IVEDC
Jack Hart


Private Business
I
CALL MEETING TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 3:35pm. 


Role call took place and a quorum was present

II
APPROVAL OF MINUTES-June 19th, 2008
A motion was made to approve the minutes as submitted for the June 19th, 2008 meeting. 

ACTION:  Mr. Gardner made a motion and Mr. Kelley seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Motion passed.
III
INFORMATIONAL: MANAGER’S REPORT

There were no questions from JPA regarding the report. Ms. Cason reported on the status of the CalEnergy expansion.

The JPA asked Ms. Cason to prepare letters to the County of Imperial, the Imperial Irrigation District and the City of Brawley requesting funding for the IVEZ 2008-2009 fiscal year budget. 
The JPA authorized Ms. Cason to sign the IVEZ assistant’s time card.  Ms. Cason noted that the IVEZ assistant will be on vacation August 4th through August 8th. 
Ms. Cason advised the JPA that Mr. Jerry Santillan, Assistant County Executive Officer, is now designated as the alternate IVEZ Director on behalf of the County of Imperial. 

Ms. Cason advised the JPA that HCD has authorized her to sign vouchers on behalf of the IVEZ.
Mr. Tim Kelley spoke on the benefits of the Manufacturing Enhancement Zone.  

IV
INFORMATIONAL: BUDGET REVIEW
Ms. Cason noted that the budget and accounts did not balance in IFAS with the Shadow budget since July ’08 rent was charged to the 2007-2008 Shadow budget in error.  The Shadow budget has been corrected.  Mr. Tim Kelley noted that the budget item for CALED dues was $300.00.  IVEDC can pay the CALED dues for IVEZ as an “associate member” thus reducing the amount to $80.00.  IVEZ agreed to allow IVEDC to pay the $80.00 associate member dues.  The JPA had no questions regarding the budget.
V
DISCUSSION:  EXPANSIONS

Ms. Cason asked the JPA for direction regarding expansions.  Specifically, at what point in the entitlement process should the IVEZ consider processing an expansion application.  Mr. Gardner explained the entitlement process.  Mr. Tim Kelley questioned whether a business needed to include all of their land in an expansion in order to qualify for all tax credits or just the land where the actual office was located and asked the IVEZ manager to research this issue.  The JPA wanted to know if land could be removed from the zone once it was expanded and asked the IVEZ manager to research this issue.  The JPA asked the IVEZ manager to research and prepare expansion guidelines.  
.

VI
DISCUSSION/ACTION:  REQUEST FOR SUPPORT LETTER FROM PARTNERS FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRESS
Ms. Cason presented a letter of support for a grant application from Partners for Environmental Progress.  The letter was discussed.  

Mr. Gardner moved to decline signing the letter of support.  Ms. Santiago seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Motion passed.

VII
DISCUSSION/ACTION: REQUEST FOR SUPPORT LETTTERS FROM KP PUBLIC AFFAIRS
Ms. Cason presented letters of support regarding benefits of Enterprise Zones in light of possible California legislature budget cuts.  The letter was discussed.

Mr. Gardner moved to authorize the signing of the letters and to authorize the IVEZ to forward the request to various agencies.  Ms. Santiago seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Motion passed.
VIII    DISCUSSION/ACTION:  UPDATE ON MARKETING RFQ
Ms. Cason indicated that the IVEZ has received 3 RFQ’s for the marketing study by the deadline of July 11, 2008.  The JPA directed the IVEZ manager to set a date of August 14, 2008 for a presentation to the IVEZ market study committee by each applicant.  
IX   PUBLIC COMMENTS

None
X   FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS/OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Santillan suggested we review federal zone designations in the County of Imperial to determine what benefits are available.  Mr. Couchman indicated that the County of Imperial had applied for most of the federal designations.  Mr. Couchman indicated that the Manufacturing Enhancement Zone was a City of Brawley zone.  Various zones were discussed.  

Mr. Menvielle asked the IVEZ manager to research the IVEZ bylaws to verify that he was allowed to remain as President.

The next IVEZ meeting is August 21, 2008 at ICPSD.  Ms. Cason noted that the IVEZ was dark in August last year.  The JPA directed the IVEZ manager to make a decision about scheduling the August meeting once the agenda items were clear.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 pm.
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