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MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, December 18th, 2008
PROCEEDINGS

The Imperial Valley Enterprise Zone Joint Powers Authority (IVEZ JPA) meeting was held on Thursday, 
December 18, 2008, at Imperial County Planning and Development Services, 801 Main St., El Centro, CA. 
ATTENDEES 

JPA Board Members:

John Pierre Menvielle

IID

Gary Burroughs


City of Brawley

Ryan Kelley


City of Brawley

Jurg Heuberger


Imperial County 
Jerry Santillan


Imperial County
Others:

Diane Cason


IVEZ Manager

Johanna Cazares

IVEZ Admin Assistant

Daniel Fitzgerald

CCEZ
Esperanza Colio

ICPDS

Carla Kuhns


Hutchinson & Bloodgood
Russ Anderson


Community Valley Bank

Nora Bately


California Ethanol & Power

Nathan deBoom

California Ethanol & Power

Camille Soriano


California Ethanol & Power

Francisco Gutierrez

City of Calexico

Sam Couchman


ICWDO
I.
CALL MEETING TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 3:31pm. 


Role call took place and a quorum was present.

II.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES-November 20, 2008
A motion was made to approve the minutes as submitted for the November 20, 2008 meeting. 

ACTION:  Mr. Heuberger made a motion and Mr. Kelley seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Motion passed.
III.
INFORMATIONAL: MANAGER’S REPORT

Ms. Cason reported that the “Are you in the Zone” feature was now on the IVEZ website. Ms. Cason noted that she continues to call on various businesses in the zone.  Ms. Cason updated the board on the market study.  The JPA had no questions regarding the Manager’s report.
IV.
INFORMATIONAL: BUDGET REVIEW
Ms. Cason noted that the budget and accounts balanced in IFAS with the Shadow budget. There were no questions from the JPA regarding the budget.
V.
DISCUSSION/ACTION: CALIFORNIA ETHANOL & POWER EXPANSION APPLICATION
Ms. Cason submitted an application from California Ethanol & Power, LLC for expansion into the IVEZ.  Ms. Cason noted that the expansion, if approved, would be subject to Paragraph 7 in Section 3 of the IVEZ expansion guidelines due to the fact that this expansion request was for land that is currently unimproved.  Discussion ensued regarding issues related to the acquisition of acreage for the growth of sugar cane, the urgency of the application, construction progress (permitting, EIR, etc), expansion land availability, and general questions regarding the project.  A general census developed indicating that the project needed to be further along in the development process prior to consideration for expansion.
Mr. Heuberger moved to continue the item until after the draft Environmental Impact Report was received and the 45 day period for public comment was expired.  Mr. Menvielle seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  Motion passed.
VI.
DISCUSSION/ACTION:  IVEZ MARKETING EXPENSES
Ms. Cason presented the JPA with a “a la carte” budget from Conveyor Group which would allow the IVEZ to maintain certain marketing efforts (eNews, AdWords and Website Hosting).  Ms Cason noted that the amount was within the approved marketing budget for the 2008-2009 fiscal year.
Mr. Heuberger moved to approve the “a la carte” expenditure.  Mr. Menvielle seconded the motion.  All were in favor.  The motion passed.
VII.    DISCUSSION/ACTION:  REVIEW OF EXPANSION GUIDELINES
Ms. Cason stated that a further review of the IVEZ expansion guidelines was requested at the November 20, 2008 JPA meeting (specifically paragraph 7 in Section 3).  Discussion ensued.  Mr. Heuberger suggested adding a requirement that the draft Environmental Impact Report be completed and the 45 day comment period expire to Section 7 of paragraph 3 of the IVEZ expansion guidelines.  Mr. Santillan asked to have the item tabled until the next JPA meeting in order to give the board members time to review the issues. The item was tabled until the January 2009 JPA meeting.
VIII.   PUBLIC COMMENTS

Ms. Carla Kuhns from the accounting firm of Hutchinson & Bloodgood introduced herself and spoke about her firm’s ability to handle enterprise zone credits.
X   FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS/OTHER BUSINESS
Due to a scheduling conflict with the Business Showcase event, the next meeting will be held on January 22, 2009 at 3:15pm at Calexico City Hall.
 The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 pm.
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